
Zero Tolerance Policy

A letter to who plan to attend a MYSA game:

This is recreation league youth soccer and we are trying to teach life skills such as 
sportsmanship and appropriate behavior along with soccer skills. Please explain 
acceptable behavior to any spectators (friends, grandparents, and etc.) that come to 
support a player or the teams: keep your enthusiasm positive. Things can be said in the 
heat of the moment that you later regret, please think before you speak.

Please review the league’s zero tolerance policy. This policy was distributed to all 
parents/guardians of players at the start of the season. Note that per the policy, the 
league will not tolerate a spectator that uses any type of threatening or derogatory 
language towards any player, coach, referee, MYSA board members, or other 
spectators. Assessment of penalties is at the discretion of the referee or league official.

To help prevent physical assault and verbal abuse in the leagues within the Middletown 
Youth Soccer Association (MYSA); the MYSA has adopted a ZERO TOLERANCE 
POLICY. This policy applies to all coaches, players, parents, spectators and other 
supporters and referees effective immediately. Abusive and obscene language, violent 
play/conduct, fighting and other behavior (including, but not limited to sarcasm, taunting, 
etc.) deemed detrimental to the game between the above mentioned groups will not be 
tolerated. The ultimate responsibility for the actions of coaches, players and spectators 
resides with the league.

It is the responsibility of ALL coaches/players/parents to maintain the highest standards 
of conduct for themselves, their players and supporters in all matches. Abusive, 
confrontational and obscene language, violent play/conduct, fighting, inciting, escalating 
and other behavior detrimental to individuals, the game and the sport will not be 
tolerated. A coach’s/player’s/parent’s responsibility for referee support and spectator 
control includes the times prior to, during and after the game at the field and surrounding 
areas.

All persons responsible for a team and all of the spectators shall support the referee at 
all times. Failure to do so will undermine the referee’s authority and has the very real 
potential of creating a hostile environment for the players, the referee and all of the other 
participants and spectators. Escalation to violence can easily result.

Therefore:

No one is to address the referee or make comments on or about a referees call or non-
call while present at any Middletown Youth Soccer League Game.

Exceptions for Coaching Staff or player During Match:



Responding to a referee initiating communication.

Making Substitutions.

Pointing out emergencies or safety issues. All conversations are to be in a polite, 
respectful tone of voice. No sarcasm. No intimidation.

Exceptions for Coaching Staff or player at Half Time or end of game:

Ask for an explanation of a call or a rule. Polite friendly feedback.  All conversations are 
to be in a polite, respectful tone of voice. No sarcasm. No intimidation.

Penalties:

Initial Minor Infraction – Verbal Warning

Subsequent Minor Infractions – Warning (caution) or Dismissal (ejection) depending on 
seriousness.

Initial Major Infraction – Warning (caution) or Dismissal (ejection) depending on 
seriousness.

Exceptions for fans, spectators, others:

Responding to a referee initiating communication, Pointing out emergencies or safety 
issues (Polite, respectful tone of voice. No sarcasm. No intimidation).

Penalties:

1st Infraction – The referee at the next stoppage of play, will ask the coach to quiet the 
offender.

2nd Infraction – Verbal Warning. Referee, at next stoppage of play, will ask the coach to 
warn offender that the next infraction will result in either removal of the offender or the 
referee will abandon the match.

3rd Infraction – The referee at the next stoppage of play, shall instruct the coach to direct 
the offender to leave the field. The referee will abandon the game if the offender does 
not leave the field immediately.

Players: A penalty for unsportsmanlike conduct (Zero Tolerance) shall be assessed 
whenever a player:

Openly disputes or argues about any decision by an Official.

Uses obscene or vulgar language, including swearing, in a boisterous manner to anyone 
at any time, even if it is not directed at any particular person.

Visually demonstrates any sign of dissatisfaction with any Official’s decision, in a manner 



that openly embarrasses the Official and/or challenges his judgment.

Uses any type of threatening or derogatory language towards any player, coach, referee, 
or other spectators. This is at the sole discretion of the referee.

Any time that any player persists in any of these actions, he/she shall be assessed a 
Misconduct Penalty. The MYSA Board of Directors will evaluate the issue to determine 
what penalty is appropriate and convey their findings and decisions in writing to the 
player and their parent/guardian. Players have the right to appeal any decision to the 
MYSA Board of Directors. Appeals have to be submitted to the Board in writing within 48 
hours of being notified of the penalty.

Coaches: A penalty for unsportsmanlike conduct (Zero Tolerance) shall be assessed 
whenever a coach:

Openly disputes or argues about any decision by an Official.

Uses obscene or vulgar language in any manner to anyone at any time.

Visually displays any sign of dissatisfaction with an Official’s decision, in a manner that 
openly embarrasses the Official and/or challenges his judgment.

Uses any type of threatening or derogatory language towards any player, coach, referee, 
or other spectators. This is at the discretion of the referee or field marshal.

Any time that a Coach persists in any of these actions, he/she shall be assessed a 
Game Misconduct Penalty. The MYSA Board of Directors will evaluate the issue to 
determine what penalty is appropriate and convey their findings and decisions in writing 
to the coach/coaches. Coaches have the right to appeal any decision to the MYSA 
Board of Directors. Appeals have to be submitted to the Board in writing within 48 hours 
of being notified of the penalty.

Parents/Guardian/Spectator: A penalty for unsportsmanlike conduct (Zero Tolerance) 
shall be assessed whenever a parent/guardian/spectator

Openly disputes or argues about any decision by an Official.

Uses obscene or vulgar language in any manner to anyone at any time.

Visually displays any sign of dissatisfaction with an Official’s decision, in a manner that 
openly embarrasses the Official and/or challenges his judgment.

Uses any type of threatening or derogatory language towards any player, coach, referee, 
or other spectators. This is at the discretion of the referee or field marshal.

 The Middletown Youth Soccer League may impose additional sanctions upon the 



offending individual(s) including:

Suspension or dismissal of coach or player from team position

Banishment of the offender from participation and or attendance at events

Banishment of offenders’ family from participation in or attendance at events.


